Interactions between dead cells and dendritic cells in the induction of antiviral CTL responses.
Dendritic cells - professional antigen-presenting cells - are key players for activating adaptive immune responses against viruses. Apoptosis or lytic cell death often accompanies viral infection. Dendritic cells can acquire infected dead or dying cells as exogenous sources of antigens for presentation on MHC class I and II molecules to initiate T cell responses. This pathway of activating T cells may be critical for the development of effective antiviral immunity in vivo.